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was sent; and another letter between the same correspondents was eight days on the journey.1
Yet this was unusually expeditious. One month later, on January 26, 1795, Madisoir wrote Jefferson that "I have received your favor of Dec! 28, but [not] till three weeks after the date of it." 2 Summer, when the post-riders made better time, seemed not greatly to increase the dispatch of mail; for it took more than a month for a letter posted in New York in that season of the year to reach an accessible Virginia county seat.3 Letters from Richmond, Virginia, to New York often did not arrive until two months after they were sent.4 But better time was frequently made and a letter between these points was, commonly, hurried through in a month,5
Many weeks would go by before one could send a letter from an interior town in Pennsylvania. "This TJniontown is the most obscure spot on the face of the globe. ... I have been here seven or eight weeks without one opportunity of writing to the land of the living," complains a disgusted visitor.6 A letter posted by Rufus King in Boston, February 6, 1788, to Madison in New York was received February 15 ;7 and although anxiously awaiting news, Madison
1  Madison to Jefferson, Dec. 21, 1794; Writings: Hunt, vi, 227.
2  Madison to Jefferson, Jan. 26, 1795; ib., 230.
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